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By R. PATRICK CORBETT 
Qbserver-Dispatcb 

UTICA — Respirators 
muffle the voices of. work
ers hauling contaminated 
waste out of the old Bossert 
Manufacturing plant: in 
West Utica, but the mes
sage is clear; Be careful, 

Crews clad in personal 
protective gear are carting 
tons of trash out of the 
building through doorways 
that have been sealed for a 

decade by concrete blocks 
"Most of itis PCB-contam-

jnated debris we stockpiled 
10 years ago," Jack Harmon, 
project manager for the fed
eral Environmental Protec
tion Agency, said. 

The old metal-stamping 
plant, seized by the city for 
unpaid taxes in the mid-
1000s, sits next to the North-
South Arterial in West Utica. 

An estimated 3,500 cubic 
yards of old protective gear, 

hoses and other material 
was piled up inside the 
decaying buildings when 
the EPA made its first emer
gency cleanup a decade ago. 

Now, the debris will be 
trucked in sealed contain
ers to a toxic waste landfill 
near Niagara Falls, Har
mon said. 

David Salle, owner .of 
Sunset Carbonic Gas Co. 
across Oswego Street from 
the Bossert complex, has 
been waiting for something 

to happen for a dozen 
years, and he's glad work 
has started. 

"Just cutting the grass 
and picking things up like 
they've done makes the 
place look better," he said. 

He said he only is disap
pointed that the EPA will 
not demolish the buildings 
on the site. "People thought 
everything \yas going to be 
leveled," Salle said, 

Please see BOSSERT, 2 A 

By HEATHER MARTIN, Observer-Dispatch 
Peter Pickard of Earth Tec remediation services, which is 
the prime contractor for the Environmental Protection 
Agency, removes contaminated debris from the Bossert 
Manufacturing Plant Thursday afternoon. Pickard is wear* 
ihg an air-purifying respirator and personal protective gear* 
to prevent him fronvtouching the debris, 
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Vednesday - Partly sunny 
Look for partly sunny skies on 
Wednesday, the breez"11 
lessen a lot and tempo 
Will climb Into theSO's. 
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Iprlday High Low partly sunny and season-
57° 41° able. A bit cool at night, 

Isaturday rA ~£M increasingandthickenlngclouds. , . 
I cLJi,53 40 with showers developing: 1 

Precipitation yesterday 0.17" 
[97 precipitation to date 25.78" 
96 precipitation to date 32.21" 

[Today's recofd high ... < 78° In 1884 
| Today's record low 24° Ih 1974 
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Continued from SOSSifiRT. 1A 
Harmoti said the EPA will tear 

down "only what is necessary to 
remove material, salvage equip
ment or protect the workers at 
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Star watch 
The star Capella Is just above 
the northeastern horizon at 8 
p.m. Capella Is the brightest alar 
above that horizon at that time 
so locating Capella will be easy 
to find, 

their jobs, 
The most common waste, PCBs, 

are chemical compounds sus
pected of causing cancer. Har
mon said they are not; dangerous 
unless they contaminate water 
sources or get mixed With dust 
that can be breathed into the 
lungs. The workers' respirators 
defeat what .little dust escapes 
the ubiquitous coating- of oil on 
most of the plant's surfaces, he 
s&icit 

Tons of metal machinery and 
pipe will be decontaminated on 
the site and sold to a recycler to 
recover a small part of the $8.9 
million project cost, the project 
chiefsaid. 

After the PCB contamination is 
gone and the metal recycled, 

jsrSSfe "V • 'H'spstg; •• lOTHBcnv.OFyTibAPOWCEaEPA™w , , 
" 785-3301 AS~SOON AS POSSIBLE , 

*By HEATMEFt MAHTIN, Obsorver Di: 

The Observer-Dispatch strives for 
Mr and accurate coverage. In tm 
even t gf substantive errors, it is the 
policy of the newspaper to comet 
them promptly and prominently, 

Headers can call errors totter 
Mm of Managing Editor Bobbi 
man at 702-5008, News Editor-
Perritano at 792-5086 or Mete 
tor Mike Kilian at 792-5020. 

Observer-Dispatch 

crews will boain stripping the 
asbestos Off 8,000 fleet of pipes in 
the complex, 

Harmon sa d the asbestos 
doesn't pose a health threat now 
because most of it is saturated 
with water that has leaked 
through the crumbling roof and 
cannot get into the air, 

When asbestos removal begins , 
eaily hOxt year, he said, W 
building will be tightly sealed 
with thick pia$tle sheets to con
tain any airbom&paftieles 

the city spent nearly $4 million on 
environmental and legal actions 
before he negotiated a deal for 
the state to pay ibr the cleanup. 

The state then passed the job 
on to the federal government, 
which will use federal Superftmd 
money on the project. 
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Dear Citizens ©f Uti 

EwrtBiho 

I have a deep and abiding faith. 
In the future Of our city. We must 
continue tq reach out for greater 
goals with 

.\ 

The entire job should be fin
ished by June, said Joseph uoto-
la, chief of the EifA's removal-
action section 

n n.r.f.iru; , A 

Our most urgent goal must be 
for fiscal responsibility and the . . i i ... XiMt vw 

.things happeh, Beyond this, we mu($f 
: oreatlve Ideal In a Strong movement 1 

progress and growth, 

.We must understand the many^aspeotr 
eatriponents In ' 




